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Anyone at a roadblock has basic rights.
Firstly, there are two kinds of roadblocks
in South Africa.

@ Informal roadblocks

Informal roadblocks which are normally carried out on major roads
and off-ramps with a primary purpose to curb drunken driving,
speeding or unroadworthy vehicles. Officers may request your
driver’s licence and ID, check for outstanding fines and check the
vehicle's licence disk and ensure the car is roadworthy BUT a search
cannot be performed without a warrant unless the officer can prove
extraordinary circumstances.

However, should the officer suspect the driver is driving under the
influence, then they may request the driver to exit the vehicle and
conduct a breathalyser test. If the driver refuses, the officer can
legally detain the driver and have blood tests done within 2 hours at
the nearest police station.

@ K78 roadblocks

K78 roadblocks are approved by the National Police Commissioner
and allows officers to search your vehicle and your person WITHOUT
a warrant. These are normally conducted to find a specific criminal or
vehicle. Should an officer request to perform a body search, it is illegal

for an officer of the opposite sex to search you.

For both these roadblocks, you are allowed to request that the
officer provide a warrant or authorisation from the National Police
Commissioner if they request to search your vehicle or even you
personally. If they can’t provide the necessary documents, you can
legally refuse to allow them from carrying out the search.




So when can an officer arrest you, with or
without a warrant?

*  You are found to be driving under the
influence.

*  You have been driving recklessly,
carelessly or dangerously.

*  You are willfully obstructing the roadway.

«  You are found to be driving with a
cancelled or disqualified licence.

+  Police suspect you may have committed
or are about to commit a crime.

+  You verbally or physically abuse an
officer. Any racial slurs, threats, crude
gestures or physical contact could result
in arrest. Also preventing an officer from
doing their job is a criminal offence.

Filming the police during a roadblock is legal BUT it is illegal for officers to confiscate or damage your recording

Always remember:

+  To be respectful

+  Co-operative

+ Do NOT engage in illegal activity related
to bribery

*  You have to produce your licence and
licence disc there and then

+ If your licence disc has expired you have
21 days grace-period to replace the
existing disc

+ If yourdriver’s licence has expired you
have 3 months grace period to replace
the existing card

equipment or even force you to remove images you may have taken.

ROADBLOCKS
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